elements | God’s Kingdom

Lesson 1: Who and Where
What we want students to learn: That God is uniquely suited to rule as King over all creation.
What we want them to do with what they’ve learned: To consider whether their image of God is big enough to account for His role as King, and to readjust the way they approach God accordingly.
Scripture Focus: Psalm 66:4, Psalm 103:19-22, Psalm 22:27-28, Psalm 89:11-13, Psalm 113:3, Psalm 135:5-7, Psalms 145:8-16

Overview: God’s Kingdom is admittedly a tricky concept to nail down. But that’s OK. This lesson will help students lay a great foundation for understanding God’s Kingdom and how it impacts their lives. In this lesson, you’ll start by helping your students know how to define God’s Kingdom, namely that it’s seen in the context of His reign and realm. You’ll help students see that God’s reign is about His authority to rule while His realm speaks to the “where” of His Kingdom. Through it all, your students will be challenged to see God as King, and to relate to Him in their personal lives as such.  


Teacher Prep Video


The elements Teacher Prep Videos are short videos designed to help you grasp the main points of the lessons as you prepare to teach.
To access your “God’s Kingdom Teacher Prep Video,” click on the URL below.

· https://youthministry360.com/gods-kingdom-teacher-prep


Bible Background

The Bible Background is designed to help you provide some context for the Scripture you’ll be studying. The Details gives you background info for each book, while The Main Point gives you an overview of how the passages are used in the lesson.

· What do we mean by “context”? In every ym360 Bible study lesson, you’ll notice we make a point to encourage you to provide the context for the passages you study. By “context” we mean at the very least helping students know who wrote the book, when it was written, and why it was written. 

· What’s The Big Deal? When we teach the Bible without giving context, students don’t get a “big picture” understanding of the story of the Bible. But this view is vital to grasping the story of God’s plan of redemption for humankind. As you teach, use the Bible Background to help summarize the context. 

The Details

Psalms
· Author: God inspired various authors to write a majority of the Psalms in their era, including seventy-three by David, twelve by Asaph, eleven by the Korahites and two by Solomon. Heman, Ethan and Moses each wrote one, while the authorship of fifty other Psalms remain unknown.

· Time frame: The Psalms were written during different eras of Israel’s history, spanning from 1100 BC (i.e Psalm 29, 68) to 400 BC (i.e. Psalm 119). 

· Purpose: The Psalms are inspired by God to poetically reflect humanity’s journey with Him. Each psalm serves a different purpose, such as a personal or communal lament, hymn, song, reflection or declaration. Many of these were set to music and intended to be shared publicly, even when sharing a revealing confession (i.e. Psalm 51).
The Main Point
You’re going to teach your students about God’s Kingdom using two specific concepts: God’s reign and God’s realm. God’s reign speaks to His authority to rule. And Scripture tells us that God has authority over all things. This is what we see in Psalm 103, Psalm 66, and Psalm 22.

God’s realm, on the other hand, speaks to all places where God’s rule is the ultimate authority. It’s the “where” of God’s Kingdom. The Bible tells us that, as Creator, God’s realm is everywhere! This is seen in the Psalm 89, 113, and 135 passages.

Finally, you’ll help students see that the nature of God’s rule is good. God is a loving and kind King, who graciously provides for those under His rule. Psalm 145 highlights this truth. 


Lesson Plan

The Lesson Plan contains three elements: An introductory activity called The Lead In; the Bible study section called The Main Event; an application-focused segment called The Last Word.
The Lead In

· Goal: Students will engage in a fun discussion to see who would make the best or worst king.
· Set-Up: You’ll want a dry erase board, or something similar to record students’ responses, and, if you’re feeling fun, any drawings they might do.
FIRST, explain to your students that you’re going to play a quick game all about the idea of being king. Ask students to describe the role of a king, what he does, what purpose he serves, etc. Consider making a list on the board as they provide answers. 

THEN, explain that you’re going to come up with four people, and debate who would be the better king. Call on a student to give you the name of his or her favorite athlete. Write this person’s name on the board. If you’re up for some fun, let a student draw a picture of this individual. Follow the same process for the next three categories:

· A famous actor

· A famous musician

· Someone totally random (could be a cartoon character, school administrator, politician, etc.)

NEXT, have students come up with three qualities about each person that would make him or her a great king. Write these down under the names. After students have come up with some positive characteristics, go back and identify at least one reason why each person would be a bad king. Have a little fun with all of this. 

THEN, when you’ve finished, take a vote on who would be the best king. Go down the list, having students raise their hands for whom they would vote. (If you want, call on one person from each group to say why they think the individual is uniquely suited to be king.) When you’ve finished, circle the name of the king you have chosen. Ask how many people agree with the decision. Then, see how many people disagree. 

FINALLY, explain that this lesson is the first in a three-lesson look at God’s Kingdom. Transition to “The Main Event” by saying something like:

· We’ve just had a little fun considering what makes someone fit to rule. We argued positives and negatives. In the end we might have been pretty close to choosing a good ruler, or we might have been way off. We might have chosen a terrible king, someone who isn’t fit to rule their dog, much less a kingdom. What we’re going to learn over the next few lessons, however, is that God isn’t like our celebrity kings. God is, alone, perfectly suited to rule us, the world . . . even all of Creation. We’ll learn exactly what we mean when we talk about God’s Kingdom. And we’ll see what it means to be messengers of God’s Kingdom. It’s going to be a really meaningful time in discussion and Bible study. So, let’s get started. 
The Main Event

· Goal: The idea is for students to learn that God is uniquely suited to rule as King over all creation.
· Set-Up: Arrange to display the “Checkerboard” PDF located in your Lesson 1 folder. (You can either print the PDF, or display it digitally.) For an added digital element, consider providing a real checkerboard. 
FIRST, explain that you can’t really begin a discussion of God’s Kingdom without considering God as king. Ask your students what they think of when they think of the concept of a king. Allow for different responses. Since it’s highly unlikely that any of your students have ever met a real king, most of their understanding of this concept is based on what they’ve read in books, seen in movies or TV shows, or heard on the news. Explain to them that they may have a stereotype of what it means to be a king, which in turn may inadvertently affect how they view God in that role. Say something like: 
· When we think of God’s kingship, we have to see Him as a different kind of King than we read about or see on movies. God’s kingship is really about His authority and how it is expressed. The way we’re going to process this today is by looking at two aspects of God’s Kingdom: the idea of His reign and His realm. 
THEN, instruct your students to open their Bibles to the Book of Psalms. While they’re doing this, use the Bible Background to provide the context for the Book of Psalms. Then, ask this question to set up this section of your study:

· What does the word “reign” mean to you? 

· Answer: God’s reign speaks to His authority to rule. 
· What does it mean to be under someone’s authority? 

· Answer: It means he or she is rightfully over you; you are subservient to his or her will; what he or she says is the law; disobeying brings consequences, and so on. 

Explain that you’re about to look at three passages from Psalms. As each passage is read, instruct students to listen for what it says about God’s reign. For each one, look to answer the question: What does God’s reign, or His authority, cover? In other words, who or what is under God’s reign?
NEXT, read or have students take turns reading the following passages: Psalm 103:19-22, Psalm 66:4, and Psalm 22:27-28. The answers to each are as follows:
· Psalm 103:19: God’s Kingdom rules over all things. 
· Psalm 66:4: Everything on the earth “bows down” to God, praising Him in some way. 
· Psalm 22:27-28: All families of all nations with bow down to God.
When you’ve finished, ask students the following brief questions:

· What do these passages say about God’s authority (His reign)? Who or what lies outside of His reign?

· Answer: There is nothing that is outside of His reign. His authority as king is over all things. 

· From your perspective, what should be the right response of people to this truth? How should everyone live in response to the fact that God is King?
· Answers may vary.
· Remember, we’re defining God’s Kingdom as the combination of His reign and His realm. We’ve covered His reign. What do you think it means when we mention the idea of God’s realm?
· Answer: God’s realm is everywhere His authority, or His reign, is law. It’s the “where” of God’s Kingdom. 
Explain that you’re going to do a similar exercise with the next three passages: Psalm 89:11-13, Psalm 113:3, and Psalm 135:5-7. As you or a student reads them aloud, listen for what the verses say about God’s realm, specifically what they say about where God’s authority is at work. The answers to each are as follows: 

· Psalm 89:11-13: The heavens and earth are both God’s

· Psalm 113:3: God’s name is praised from the east to the west

· Psalm 135:5-7: On heaven and earth, God does as He pleases

Lead your students in a short discussion. Ask: 

· What do these verses say about God’s realm, about where God is in charge? What places seem to be beyond His control? 

· Answer: God is in control in all places. His name and His will are over the heavens and the earth. There is no place outside God’s rule. 

· God doesn’t just rule in one place but in every place. What does that mean in practical terms?
· Answer: That means He has reign over both the heavenly and the earthly realms.

Re-read Psalm 103:20-22 and Psalm 22:27-28. Go deeper into the idea of these two realms working together by referencing the checkerboard as you share the following thoughts and questions. (Again, you can either display the image from the “Checkerboard” PDF, or if you have a real checkerboard, display it.) 
· One of the most common strategies to win the game of checkers is to build power pieces by reaching the opposite end of the board and having your opponent “King” you. What are you able to do once this happens?
· Answer: You can travel in any direction on the board.
· Do you see any comparison to this in reference to what it means for God to be King over both the earthly and heavenly realms?
· Answer: God is able to take part in both realms at the same time. He rules heaven and earth, much like how a king in checkers isn’t limited to the direction it can travel.

· The Bible tells us that, as Creator, God’s realm is everywhere! Knowing this, what is one area of your life where it’s easiest to let God be your King?
· Answers will vary.
· What is one area of your life where it’s hardest to let God be your King?

· Answers will vary.
FINALLY, read Psalm 145:8-16 to the group. Interact over the following ideas together:

· What does verse 11 say will happen through the lives of those who “get” that God is the King over all?

· Answer: They will tell others about who God is, including testifying to His glory and power.
· How does this psalm describe the nature of God’s rule?

· Answer: The nature of God’s rule is good. God is a loving and kind King, who lovingly provides for those under His rule. 

· Why might people still resist Him?
· Answer: Knowing the truth about God doesn’t guarantee we’ll be truthful in our response to Him. Like the competitiveness of a checkers game, people may do everything they can to resist having to “king” the King if they see Him as an opponent.
Begin to transition to the “Last Word” by sharing this thought:

· Consider how you interact with God on a daily basis. How you think of Him. How you relate to Him. Is your image of God big enough to account for His role as King? If not, it may be time to readjust the way you approach Him. Let’s think about that a little more as we wrap up our time together. 
The Last Word
· Goal: The idea is for students to make any adjustment they need to make in seeing God as a good King whom they can trust with any area of their lives.
· Set-Up: Print the “Checker Card” PDF (Located in your Lesson 1 folder) and cut out the cards on the PDF. Print enough so that each of your students has a card. Make sure you also have something for students to write with. 
FIRST, as you close this Bible study, have students brainstorm some things about God that make Him trustworthy as a good King. Say something like:

· We’ve read a number of truths today in the Bible about what makes God a good ruler over the universe and our lives. Let’s summarize those out loud, and as we do, on one side of the card I’ve distributed, write down at least one of these qualities that means something to you.
THEN, move into personalizing this by having students use the other side of the card piece as a response to who God is. Say something like:

· Now that you’ve recognized at least one good thing about God that makes him a good King, consider what it means to live as a part of His Kingdom. On the other side of your card, write down an area of your life that’s easy for you to give God leadership over. After that, write down an area of your life that’s difficult for you to give God leadership over. Use this as a time to not just complete this activity, but to pray to God that you will trust Him with this area.

FINALLY, allow students who want to share their thoughts the time to do so. Then encourage students to keep this card with them in a place where they can see it as they go through the week. They might even take a picture of it with their phones and make it their screen saver. Encourage students to focus on this area and to work to give this area over to God’s leadership.

· Don’t forget to distribute the “God’s Kingdom Lesson 1” devotions to your students. If you’re printing them, have them available for students as you wrap up class. If you’re texting a link, posting them on Facebook, or some other means of electronic distribution, make sure you inform students of when they will be receiving them.

· Consider texting students a couple of times during the week to encourage them to follow through with reading the devotions.



We Want To Hear From You . . . 
· Do you have questions about a lesson? 

· Something that worked particularly well you want to share? 

· Something that didn’t work you want to bring up? 

We value your feedback! Please do not hesitate to email us with your questions, comments, or concerns, at feedback@youthministry360.com.
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